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WHC District 5 - “All About the Horse” 
On May 5th, WHC District 5 sponsored “All About the Horse” 
at Theisen’s in Sparta, WI.  The event ran from 10 a.m. until 
2 p.m.  There were different displays about the WHC, 
Wisconsin Foundation Quarter Horse, Morgan Horses, and 
Friends of Wildcat Mountain.  There was also information on 
different feeds for horses.   

The horses on display were a Morgan, Quarter Horse, Paint Horse, and an Arabian.  There 
was also a Quarter horse mare with a new filly by her side.  Theisen’s provided horse 
treats for visitors to feed to the horses.  The horses were all thoroughly spoiled by days 
end. 

Wolf Creek Wagon Rides, and Emily Timm, had a team of horses 
hooked to a people hauler and gave free wagon rides to anyone 
interested during the day.    At noon, Mike 
McGowan gave a motivational 
demonstration called “What do you mean I 
can’t ride”.  It was well attended with over 
50 people on hand.  There were two roping 

stations set up for people to try a hand at roping.  The kids loved 
that one. 

There were drawings for 4 different $25 gift cards to Theisen’s.  Theisen’s also had a 15% 
discount on all horse related items during the day.   

All in all, over 300 people 
checked out the horses and 
information during the day.  
District 5 members answered 
questions about horses all day.  
Questions varied from feeding, 
training, riding groups, 4-H, 
and many more.  Most all of 
the questions were answered. 

This was the second year for this event.  WHC District 5 hopes to do it again next year. 
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Our Mission Statement:

To represent and foster a unified equine industry in Wisconsin.

To  promote the horse through leadership, education, service and
 communication. 

And to take a proactive role in the future growth and 
development of the equine industry.

Membership in the Wisconsin Horse Council is open to individuals, 
associations, businesses, societies, or other entities whose interests 
are in line with WHC’s purpose and Mission Statement. Our member-
ship year will follow the calendar year. Members will also receive our 
monthly newsletter where FREE classified ads can be placed and   
reasonable 1/4, 1/2 and full page ads can be arranged. The        
newsletter reaches 500+ horse enthusiasts. 

The Council employs a professional Lobbyist who works with us on 
pending legislation as needed for the equine industry. 

We are constantly working on adding new benefits for our members. 
Please feel free to contact us with your comments or suggestions. 

Wisconsin Horse Council 
Executive Board 2018-2019 

Executive Officers 
President - Nancy Edwards 
    262-623-9092 
    njrhorse@nconnect.net 
Vice President - Katie Bachhuber 
    920-539-0601 
    kbach@nconnect.net 
 Secretary - Jill Feller 
     920-948-9502 
     jfeller@nconnect.net  
 Treasurer - Ron Miller 
    608-873-3848 
    ronmiller1@charter.net 
 

 Executive Board of Directors 
Past President - Karen Kroll, 608-795-2321, 
mkroll@chorus.net 
Director at Large to MHF & WSHCEF - James 
Harris, 608-987-3600, 
harrisfam5@hotmail.com 
Director at Large - Gail Seasor,  
608-576-9429, gailseasor@att.net 
District 1 Rep - OPEN 
District 2 Rep - Holly McMullen, 715-351-0961 
hollymcmullen@yahoo.com 
District 3 Rep - Bonnie Shepherd, 262-670-
1426, bonnieshepherd@qg.com 
District 4 Rep - Floyd Finney, 608-868-4543, 
dpapcke@centurytel.net 
District 5 Rep - Linda Catherman, 608-432-
2599, danlindac@gmail.com 
 

Office Staff Member 
Darla Schack - Newsletter Editor/Website 
Administrator, Administrative Assistant 
darla@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 
P.O. Box 72 
121 S. Ludington Street, 
Columbus, WI  53925 
Phone:  920-623-0393  Fax:  920-623-0583 
info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 
 

Midwest Horse Fair 
Megan Hanuszczak - General Manager 
megan.hanuszczak@midwesthorsefair.com 
131 S. Ludington Street 
Columbus, WI  53925 
Phone:  920-623-5515  Fax:  920-623-5454 

ATTENTION: 
Tear out page 25/26 and fold it 
for a handy brochure to keep 

or to share. 
This month’s featured 

brochure is 
“Preventing Unwanted Horses - 

Geld and Spay” from the 
Unwanted Horse Coalition. 
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What is the mission statement of the WSHC Equine Foundation? 
The Wisconsin State Horse Council Equine Foundation was created to better serve Wisconsin's growing equestrian             
community and to help that community realize its fullest potential. The Foundation is a tax exempt, non-profit 501 (c)
(3) organization and as such allows individuals to make tax-deductible contributions to support Wisconsin equine 
projects. 
 
The mission of the Equine Foundation is to support Wisconsin's expanding equestrian community by funding: 
....Educational Initiatives 
....Equine Research 
....Trail Development 
....Youth Scholarship and Participation 
 
What is our relationship with the Wisconsin State Horse Council? 
The Wisconsin State Horse Council is our parent organization and the sole member of the WSHC Equine Foundation. 
WHC Board of Directors are elected to serve on the WSHC Equine Foundation Board of Directors, along with non-WHC 
individuals.  The WHC was incorporated in 1972 as an advocate for the equine owners and industry in the State of 
Wisconsin. It has grown to become the focus of the equine industry in Wisconsin. 
 
The Mission Statement of the Wisconsin Horse Council is: To represent and foster a unified equine industry in 
Wisconsin. To promote the horse through leadership, education, service and communications, and to take a proactive 
role in the future growth and development of the equine industry in the State of Wisconsin. 
 
WSHC Equine Foundation is a federally approved 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation dedicated to the advancement of  
equine activities and the equine industry in general. 
 
The Foundation's main objectives are to promote education, research and development, charity, and scholarship             
opportunities for equestrians in Wisconsin. 

Welcome to the Wisconsin State Horse Council Equine Foundation 
The bond between an equestrian and their equine is an experience worth cherishing; we are dedicat-
ed to strengthening this bond and enriching the equestrian experience in Wisconsin through educa-

tion, research, charity, and scholarship. 
Visit our website www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org – Go to the WSHCEF tab 

at the top of the page 

WSHCEF Officers & Board of Directors 
 

                  Officers 
President  Gary Jackson 
 
Vice President & Diane Sackett 
Secretary 
Treasurer Lila Lemanski         

 

 

                            Board of Directors & Volunteer Team 
       James Harris                Mike McGowan         Karen Meekma 
       Sharon Hookstead      Rich Ernsberger         Lori Helmer 
       Margo Miller                Gail Seasor                 Dave Kluge 
       Roxanne Kluge             Linda Ernsberger 
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WHC District 2 Holds Gymkhana Clinic 
 

By Marilyn Krueger, WHC District 2 President 
 

WHC District 2 held a gymkhana clinic on May 6, at the Western 
Connection Ranch in Rhinelander.  We would like to thank Richelle 
Beene and Norb Renn for being the host site for another District 2 
clinic. 

Mike McGowan, President of District 5, was our clinician.  All youth 
and adults that participated in the clinic really enjoyed Mike’s 
knowledge and encouragement.  This was the first time our district 
held a gymkhana clinic.  When picking who we would like to get to 
be our clinician, our top pick was Mike McGowan.  Mike has done 
clinics for different county 4-H groups within our district, which were 
always well attended.  Thank you again, Mike, for all of your 
knowledge.  A good time was had by all. 

This clinic was open to youth and adults.  WHC promotes the horse 
industry as something the whole family can enjoy.  Having this clinic 
surely did just that.  We had a mother and daughter attend the clinic, as well as a family of four, including the dad 
that participated.  With this clinic being held on the opening weekend of fishing season, and this dad was at a 
“horse clinic”, said a lot.  Youth grow up so fast, but these families will have this clinic and its memories forever.  
Four Marathon County youth were able to use this clinic as a 4-H requirement approved by the UW-Extension 
agent.  We had two ladies who audited the clinic.  They asked if they could also be with the ring crew so that they 
would hear all of the dialogue between the clinician and the participants in order to learn more themselves. 

Safety was a first requirement of the day too.  Mike McGowan checked all tack on the horses before starting the 
riding.  He spoke with each rider to hear what their level of riding was, along with what they hoped to learn with 
their horse.  Mike always travels with his bag of tack.  With it, he can loan out a piece of tack for the day so that the 
rider doesn’t have to go out and buy tack that doesn’t work for their horse.  This was much appreciated by the 
riders. 

Our clinic only had 12 participants with 4 people that had last minute things come up.  So these 12 riders, auditors 
and clinic committee members would like to thank Mike McGowan for a fun and 
educational day.  The board members of WHC District 2 would like to thank 
Richelle and Norb for being a great host site.  Also to the WHC for supporting the 
efforts of the District 2 Clinic Committee for this clinic and clinics held in previous 
years.  Many times we hear, “what can the WHC do for me or why become a 
member?”  Well, without the support of the WHC, our District 2 would not be able 
to try different kinds of clinics for riders of different disciplines.  We wouldn’t have a 
clinic without the insurance that the WHC helps provide.  Most of all, it was a great 
day to be with horses and to meet new people who love horses.  Can’t go wrong 
with that! 

Watch for what our District 2 Clinic Committee, comprised of; Holly McMullen, 
Donna Lee Ryan, Richelle Beene and Marilyn Krueger come up with for next year.  
Our group at District 2 is looking at having another “Food, Fun & Education Day” 
with live horses at a facility.  We will also have guest speakers within the horse 
industry. 
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The American Horse Council is a non-partisan organization based in Washington, DC that works daily to advocate for the social, eco-

nomic, and legislative interests of the United States equine industry. 

June 21, 2018 
 

Farm Bill, Take 2!  House Lawmakers Pass Ag Legislation, 
Boost Animal Health Programs 
 
In the wake of a failed vote on the 2018 farm bill on May 18 – largely precipitated by controversy 
surrounding unrelated immigration policy issues - on June 21, House lawmakers revisited the legis-
lation and finally passed the Agriculture and Nutrition Act of 2018 (H.R. 2) by a vote of 213 to 
211.  Since Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) announced that he plans to pass com-
panion legislation in the upper chamber before July 4, Congress appears to be poised to finalize a 
bill prior to expiration of Department of Agriculture (USDA) programs on September 30.  During 
meetings on Capitol Hill the week of June 11, multiple senate offices echoed a commitment to the 
deadline, reminding members of the horse industry that the chamber is prepared to work into the 
August recess to complete its legislative business prior to the mid-term elections in the fall.          
  
Fortunately for the horse industry, the $868 billion, five-year package includes provisions addressing 
some of AHC’s top priorities:  authorization of a new National Animal Disaster Preparedness and Re-
sponse (NADPR) program; additional support for the National Animal Health Laboratory Network; 
and creation of the National Animal Health Vaccine Bank that will prioritize risks posed by Foot and 
Mouth Disease (FMD), among other threats.  
  
A preliminary review of the bill shows that although lawmakers generally met industry’s full funding 
request - totaling $250 million for the priority issues outlined above - for FY2019 only, the bill re-
duces those funds during subsequent fiscal years.  For example, the horse industry and its partners 
requested $70 million each year to fund the NADPR, but received $30 million for 2020 and be-
yond.  Fortunately for the horse industry, the final bill authorizes $150 million for a “priority FMD 
vaccine bank,” opening the door for funding vaccines that will mitigate other diseases. 
  
AHC will continue to advocate for industry priorities as the legislation moves forward.  To view a 
copy of the legislation, please click here: https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr2/BILLS-
115hr2rh.pdf.    
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June 29, 2018 
 

Senate Acts Quickly to Move Farm Bill, Advances Some Animal 
Health Priorities 
Following through on a commitment to pass a farm bill prior to the Fourth of July recess, on Thurs-
day evening, June 28, the Senate passed the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (S. 3042) by a 
vote of 86 to 11.  Unlike the House version of the bill that narrowly passed by a two vote margin on 
June 21, the Senate bill moved forward with strong, bipartisan support.  Fortunately for the horse 
industry, the Senate package resembles the House version by addressing many of the sector’s top 
animal health priorities.   Highlights include authorization of a new National Animal Disaster Prepar-
edness and Response (NADPR) program; support for the National Animal Health Laboratory Network 
(NAHLN); and creation of the National Animal Health Vaccine Bank that will focus on risks posed by 
Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD). 
 
With respect to authorization of animal health programs, a preliminary review shows that the Sen-
ate bill more closely aligns with horse industry priorities than the House bill.  For example, the Sen-
ate bill authorizes $30 million each year to fund the NAHLN, matching the request from the horse 
industry and its partners.  Although the bill doesn’t authorize specific dollar amounts for the NADPR 
and the vaccine banks, it creates flexibility by “authorizing sums as necessary” to implement the 
programs.  AHC will continue to review the senate version of the bill for provisions that could impact 
the industry, including programs administered by the Department of Agriculture’s Foreign Agricul-
ture Service that could help develop international markets for the sector.  
 
Now that each chamber has reported its respective bill, Congress will convene a House and Senate 
Conference Committee to negotiate a final package to send to the White House for enactment.  AHC 
is already reaching out to congressional negotiators to underscore the industry’s priorities as the 
legislation  moves forward.  For example, the senate bill includes a definition for “pets” that includes 
horses, per a program outlining restitution for incidents of domestic violence.  AHC has already com-
municated with Senate and House leadership recommending a definitional change that will avoid 
confusion within the industry, and clarify federal classifications of horses as “livestock.”  For more 
information related to farm legislation and related advocacy, please contact Bryan Brendle, Director 
of Policy and Legislative Affairs, at 202-296-4031.  To view a copy of a summary of the bill, please 
click here: https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/2018-farm-bill  
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Jefferson County Draft Horse Association 
By Jackie Schuster 

 

It has been a busy couple of months for the members of the Jefferson County Draft Horse 
Association.  May 25th, we were at Glenn’s Meat Market in Watertown hosting a Brat Fry.  It was a 
great day and way to start out the Memorial weekend.  We sold plenty of brats and hamburgers.  We 
had great cooks; Steve Krezinski and Kris Winkelman, Jean Luebke at the register, our ambassador Nick 
Fischer and Amanda Doman taking orders, Mary Jane Swedberg, Jackie Schuster and Dawn Krezinski 
putting orders together and Dave Kemna and Allan Roost bringing the cooked items to the  hut.  We had 
a great turnout.  Thank you to all that came out and supported us! 

June 24th was a social and short meeting at Mary Jane Swedberg’s farm.  We started off with a wagon 
ride of the farm and learned what she was doing to improve the habitant of the wildlife.  We also saw 
two deer out in the fields, one just laid there and watched us and the other was passing through.  Mary 
Jane has a helper with all this, Kris Winkelman.  We also saw a collection of her horse drawn vehicles. 

July found some of our members parading at Old World Wisconsin.  It was a great day to celebrate.  July 
also brings us to the start of show season for all horse owners.  July 28th and 29th, the gentle giants will 
be at Old World Wisconsin for threshing and haymaking.    There will also be rides in the Omnibus being 
pulled by the Clydesdales.  Come out and see how it was done years ago! 
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“Animals were once, for all of us, teachers. 
They instructed us in ways of being and per-
ceiving that extended our imaginations, that 
were models for additional possibilities.” – 
Joan McIntyre  
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Madison Mounted Patrol 
By Carol Watson, Correspondent for The Country Today 

 

For Officer Sarah Mulry, a member of the Madison Wisconsin Police 
Department since 2001, working four to five hours a day atop a four-
legged equine is not unusual; both she and Leo, her 11-year old Percheron 
Gelding are part of the Police Department’s Mounted Patrol.  
 
From its informal beginning in 1986 to its establishment as a permanent 
part of the force in 2007, the Mounted Patrol has grown to include two 
full-time and four part-time officers and their horses, all of whom have 
undergone extensive training. 
 

Indeed, one of the primary tasks a horse must learn prior to certification is how to control its fear 
response to loud noises such as flares and backfiring buses. 
 
“We do this through a process of desensitization to urban sounds,” said Mulry. “Sometimes horses are 
taken to smaller cities such as Sun Prairie or Oregon as the noise there is less than in Madison.  This 
enables them to build up their tolerance to the constant noise of a big city. 
 
Yet, controlling their fear response is only one of the more than sixty tasks each horse must  master 
before being accepted into the program.  They must also learn to hold an unruly individual immobile 
and to gently push through a crowd, a task that is simulated by learning to push a 3-foot high ball along 
the ground in of them.  
 
“Each task we ask our horse to learn is important and requires complete trust between horse and rider,” 
said Mulry.  “Officers must give their horse the confidence that they will always be there to guide and 
protect them no matter what the situation,” she said.  
 
“Leo’s temperament really fits the job,” said Mulry. “He has shown that he has the ability to maintain a 
calm demeanor in a loud urban environment, which is essential for every horse that serves on the 
patrol.” 
 
The effectiveness of the Mounted Patrol during Madison’s large crowd events has been proven by the 
decreasing number of arrests at the city’s major events including the Mifflin Street Block Party, Taste of 
Madison, and Rhythm and Booms. And, with the 2017 acquisition of a 2nd 4-horse truck and trailer, the 
patrol is now able to more easily be deployed city-wide.  The effectiveness of their increased presence is 
obvious: in 2017, no arrests were made where they were deployed. 
 

 
           Continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page 

Madison Mounted Patrol 

“Of course, there are other factors that have contributed to the reduction of arrests, although, I do feel 
that this program has played an important part,” said Mulry. “People are just more willing to stop bad 
behavior when looking up at an officer atop a 1800-pound horse.” 
 
The heightened view achieved by officers on horseback (8-10 feet above the ground) enables Officers to 
more easily comb the crowd and spot a disturbance before it gets out of hand.  Mounted officers also 
have the ability to chase down suspects faster than an officer on foot. 
 
Yet, the Mounted Patrol’s effectiveness goes beyond their obvious attributes of increased height and 
speed; it is also about the universal need of people to communicate with someone they can trust. 
 
“Sadly, many people don’t trust the police, and are either afraid of or lack confidence in us,” said Mulry. 
“Being on a horse breaks down the natural barrier of a squad car, and encourages people to stop and 
just tell us about their day.” 
 
“Hopefully, this type of positive interaction will be remembered in the future if there is a need to call on 
us for help,” she said. 
 
Each officer who serves in the patrol has an assigned horse, with drafts and draft crosses as the main-
stay breeds.  Large breeds such as the Percheron and Clydesdale not only give officers a better view of 
their surroundings, they are able to carry officers more comfortably on their backs for long periods of 
time, and have calm personalities. 
 
“Our goal is to always have a positive interaction between horse and human which not only gives an in-
dividual the chance to experience the calm serenity of a beautiful animal, it also offers an antidote to 
the stresses of urban life,” said Mulry.  “These animals have proven their worth in so many ways.” 
 
Or, as Sir Winston Churchill once so astutely noted,” “There is something about the outside of a horse 
that is good for the inside of a man. “. 
 
*The Friends of Madison Mounted Patrol is a non-profit organization that helps support the Mounted 
Patrol unit. They raise funds that help pay for a horse’s board, vet, and hoof care needs, and with the 
cost of replacing equipment.   Information on the Madison Mounted Patrol and their Horse 
Sponsorship Program, can be found at: www.madisonmounted.org. or on Facebook at 
http://www.facebook.com/madisonmounted.  
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Concept Design for Trails End Campground at Governor Dodge State Park 
 

The concept plan for the all-new Trails End equestrian campground at Governor Dodge State 
Park was presented at the Friends annual poker ride on June 3, 2018.  The preferred design, 
chosen from several options presented to the Friends of Governor Dodge-Equestrians by Ayres 
Associates of Madison, features 21 sites spaced across approximately 12 acres on the peaceful 
and lightly used north side of the park.   

Situated just east of the old barn and current 
day ride parking area, the new location  
features gently rolling terrain allowing scenic 
views of the park’s surrounding hills.  It will 
offer campers a beautiful and peaceful place to 
return after a day of riding Governor Dodge’s 
25 miles of great trails.  In addition to the 
21-site campground, the concept plan 
incorporates space for future amenities such 
as a central gathering space with picnic 
pavilion, handicapped mounting area, and a 
horse shower, all which can be added as 
funding allows. 

In marked contrast, the current “temporary” campground has only 9 reservable sites with rigs 
parked side by side on a cracked asphalt parking lot.  It is located near the center of the park in a 
busy area adjoining the amphitheater and picnic shelter, next to the road connecting the park’s 
two large “people” campgrounds, leaving no room for expansion of the temporary site. The new 
campground will be located where the park’s 1984 Master Plan placed it.  It will provide a 
greatly improved camping experience in a more private and enjoyable environment for both 
riders and their equines.  

The preferred concept plan can be viewed on the Friends of Governor Dodge-Equestrians 
website: www.GovDodgeEquestrians.com. Fundraising is off to a great start, but the Friends 
need the help and support of riders from throughout Wisconsin to meet their fundraising goal 
and break ground in 2020.   Please visit the website to make a secure on-line donation or view 
a list of suggested ways to help.  

With your help, we can “build the dream” at Governor Dodge State Park.  
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Clinic Helps Horse Owners Develop Leadership 
By Pat McKnight, Correspondent for The Country Today 

 
Helping horse owners 
develop leadership qualities 
horses will accept was the goal 
of a Ryan Rose horsemanship 
clinic held May 25-27 in 
Onalaska. 

“Ryan helped us focus on 
making our leadership and 
ideas the horse’s, so that they 
are willing companions and not 
forced into our activities,” said 
clinic organizer Sami Cunning-
ham. 

Throughout the clinic, Rose 
stressed the need for the 
handler to be the leader by 
showing confidence and to 
model positive and welcoming  

            leadership. 

“The goal is having the horse wanting to be with you without you asking,” said Rose. “Horses are super sensitive 
and can translate a handler’s intentions. The horse is a mirror of its owner.”  

Cunningham first encountered a Rose Horsemanship Clinic in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  

“I really liked Ryan’s personality and found out he was going to be located near me in Wisconsin 
practicing Natural Horsemanship,” said Cunningham. “Two years ago, I took my gelding and a friend and attended 
his five-day camp at Horse First Farm in Brooklyn. It was awesome and I knew it was training I wanted to get 
fluent and well-practiced with as well as share with others.”   

One of the methods for achieving this partnership was to have the participants work their horses at liberty in a 
round pen. 

“What do we gain in working a horse at liberty?” said Rose. 

“You get the truth,” said clinic participant Cathy Routh of Sparta. 

Routh brought her Oldenberg gelding Matrix to the clinic to learn new ways to communicate with her horse. 
Through the “games” they were introduced to at the clinic, the participants found they needed to be trained as 
much as their horses did. 
           Continued on next page... 

       Photo by Pat McKnight 

During a break in working with her Oldenberg gelding Matrix, Cathy Routh (above) 
receives some advice from horsemanship instructor Ryan Rose. Rose presented a 
three-day horsemanship clinic in Onalaska with one session benefiting HorseSense for 
Special Riders. 
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...continued from previous page 

Clinic Helps Horse Owners Develop Leadership 

“The most natural way isn’t the easiest way, because it isn’t natural to us,” said Rose. “Training should create a 
connection in a horse’s brain.” 

Rose told the participants to train their horses so they will make the desired choice, the decision that will make 
their horse’s life less stressful. 

“I don’t want to make him (the horse) stand still; I want him to choose to stand still,” said Rose. 

While the horse owners were reminded their “herd mates” want to be calm and relaxed, Rose instructed them 
it’s OK to make their horses a little uncomfortable and to set up training so the horse will be curious, concerned 
and alert. 

“I don’t mind making them uncomfortable, but I don’t want them afraid,” said Rose “Horses need to find relief to 
where they are comfortable. Take them to a point where they aren’t panicked.” 

If the handler puts too much pressure on a horse they won’t be able to figure out the handler’s request. However, 
if the horse is allowed time and space to think about the situation, they will try to find a solution. 

“Let the horse make mistakes and figure out the best answer,” said Rose. “Let them think their way through it. If 
it doesn’t work, we’ll figure out another way to do it.” 

Rose cautioned that horses are capable of learning a lesson in one session, especially if fear is a factor. However, 
such a lesson can result in the horse learning an undesirable response. 

Rose encouraged the participants to continue to progress their horses’ training to keep the horse stimulated and 
more willing to learn. 

“The most crabby horses I see are the ones when trainers go the slowest,” said Rose. “The trainers who go the 
slowest do the same thing every day.” 

In addition to the liberty work in the round pen, the clinic included sessions in online ground work, mounted ma-
neuvers and rider confidence building.  

“The last day, Ryan left us with some great games or patterns to play with our horses to build their flexion and 
agility,” said Cunningham. “Many of the participants learned how to add the right amount of pressure and time 
the ‘release’ to help our communication and partnership with our horses grow stronger and more clear.”  

Cunningham believes it’s evident Rose shares her enthusiasm for teaching how to improve the interactions with 
horses as well as horsemanship abilities. 

“I have a deep passion for helping people become better horseman and pushing themselves beyond their own 
expectations,” said Cunningham.  

Rose started the weekend sessions with a demonstration with a pony on a long lead at Bit-N-Bridle Equine Sta-
bles. The session raised funds for the HorseSense for Special Riders.  

HorseSense is an equine-assisted therapy the program serving special riders in the Coulee Region who have been 
diagnosed with physical, cognitive, behavioral or psychological disabilities.  

More information about Rose’s training program and his The Horse First program can be found on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/HorseFirstFarm.  
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Iron Sculptor Creates Soaring Equine Designs 
By Pat McKnight, Correspondent for The Country Today 

From a rearing horse’s flying mane and tail to two 
eagles fighting over a catch, one word to describe 
Jim Dehne’s iron creations is soaring. 

Despite being constructed of iron rebar and rods, 
the sculptures seem to defy gravity. Even a sculpted 
bronc rider appears to be flying as he is getting 
thrown from his mount. 

While he gets a lot of satisfaction from his craft, he 
finds it difficult at times explaining how his creative 
process works. 

“I saw all these lines in my head and I thought I was 
crazy,” said Dehne. “I think I always thought an 
artist is, maybe, way up somewhere and I could 
never be one. I did somewhat enjoy so many 
different things I’ve done in the past but this 
bending and twisting iron and putting them 
together so others get a smile and can see 
movement or whatever feeling, makes me know 
the reason I did so many other things preparing (for 
the hobby).” 

He believes the journey to becoming a metal sculptor wasn’t an accident and the work and experiences 
of his past played a role in bringing out the artist in him. This realization has led him to understand 
everyone has some special gift, whether they are farmers or parents or writers or artists.  

“I was being prepared for the real reason I’m here,” said Dehne. “People always ask me where this came 
from. Well, I never had an art class. It was a gift given to me; I was given this gift and what a joy.” 

Drawing his inspiration from animals and nature, Dehne started his venture into metal work by creating 
flowers and insects such as butterflies and dragonflies. Over the years, he has expanded to much larger 
subjects to include birds, deer, horses, bison, elk and moose. It’s likely he was inspired to create the 
larger wildlife after he spent three years in Alaska while in the Army.  

Upon discharge from the Army, Dehne spent six years in Alaska working in construction. He went on to 
receive schooling to become a nurse but then returned to the home farm near Newton where he 
farmed 18 years, milking a herd of Jerseys.       Continued on next page... 

                                                                 Photo by Pat McKnight 

Iron sculptor Jim Dehne stands beside a sculpture of 
rearing horse he created from iron rebar and smaller gauge 
rods. Fabricating the dramatic pieces in his Newton farm 
welding shop, Dehne displays them at various horse shows 
and fairs including the Midwest Horse Fair, the Minnesota 
Horse Expo and elsewhere around the country. 



  Wisconsin Horse Council      August                                Page 17 

...Continued from previous page 

Iron Sculptor Creates Soaring Equine Designs 

He learned to do iron work as part of the farm’s operation. Under the tutelage of his father and uncle 
who were welders on submarines in the 1940s, Dehne learned to weld, using the skill to repair and build 
equipment for the farm.  

In addition to learning metal fabrication skills, Dehne’s life as a farmer instilled a work ethic that’s 
transferred to his hobby. He puts in long days in his Point Creek Farm welding shop.  

“I was a dairy farmer; I start welding at 5 a.m.,” said Dehne, “but the time I spend in my shop is 
therapy.” 

In developing the artistic aspects of metal work, Dehne credits other artists he’s met at art shows. 
Among the qualities he acquired has been to not over-analyze a piece.  

“I don’t do anything until I have it (sculpture design) all figured out in my head,” said Dehne. “If you 
stand back (to look over the sculpture), you’ll change it.” 

Using different gauge wire for the various parts of the sculpture, Dehne will bend and twist the various 
size wires to create the shape of the animal. He uses a copper compound on the wire to create high-
lights, adding contrast to the black of the rest of the sculpture.  

Dehne accepts commissions for sculptures as well as functional structures such as benches and gates. 

Each year with the help of his son, Dehne loads up his sculptures and takes them to five or six shows or 
fairs. In addition to being a regular at the Midwest Horse Fair since 2004 and the Minnesota Horse Expo 
since 2005, Dehne hauls to events elsewhere in Minnesota as well as Illinois, Arizona, Colorado and 
Texas.  

Despite the logistics of hauling his large-scale sculptures out to shows and fairs, Dehne enjoys going to 
events and socializing with those who stop by to see his creations.  

His wildlife creations are popular in Minnesota. The city of Edina has Dehne’s 3 Dancing Sandhill Cranes 
as part of the city’s public art permanent collection. The birds are displayed standing on boulders in the 
middle of the pedestrian trail’s pond located in the city’s promenade. 

The National Eagle Center will have one of his sculptures on display in the fall and a zoo in Iowa has 
some of his bears exhibited. 

In addition to help with hauling the sculptures to shows, Dehne’s son gets the word out about his 
father’s work on the artist’s website. Dehne believes his son’s help has been instrumental in getting the 
sculptures the exposure they’ve received.   

Photos of the sculptures and contact information can be found by visiting the website at 
www.ptcreek.com. 
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Western Dressage Clinic Works Communication 
By Pat McKnight, Correspondent for The Country Today 

West met east at a June 23 horsemanship 
clinic held at the Tomah Saddle Club show 
grounds. Eight equestrians and their horses 
participated in the clinic organized by club 
member Michelle Rasmussen of Morning Star 
Stables. 

Under the instruction of North American 
Western Dressage certified judge, Amanda 
Lane-Sommer, the riders learned various 
aspects of dressage, a type of riding generally 
associated with English style riding.  

In recent years, stock seat riders have been 
adapting dressage techniques to expand their 
horse’s training. For centuries, dressage was 
generally dominated by riders wearing long-
tailed jackets and top hats training their horse 
toward competing at Grand Prix level. 

Western dressage incorporates those classical 
horsemanship principles for the western rider to further the communication and relationship between 
horse and rider.  

Rasmussen organized the event to provide an opportunity for area riders to learn the various 
techniques and procedures of dressage training. The Tomah-area stable owner and trainer showed 
under Lane-Sommer in several categories at the NAWD virtual shows last year. 

“We wanted to expand the opportunities to members and nonmembers interested in this popular sport 
and to help their horsemanship,” said Rasmussen. “I selected Amanda because she is a North American 
Western Dressage certified judge and she was available.”  

The western dressage instructor first introduced clinic participants to the dressage court, a 20-meter by 
40-meter arena. The outside of the dressage court is lined with markers bearing letters of the alphabet 
set at designated distances. The letters mark where riders are to begin a maneuver, transition to 
another gait or perform a halt. 

“When halting at the letter, the rider’s leg should be even with the letter,” said Lane-Sommer, “and the 
horse’s legs should be square.”       Continued on next page... 

                                                                            Photo by Pat McKnight 

Western dressage clinician Amanda Lane-Sommer (center 
responds to a question from horse owner Martha Hirth-Kindree 
at the clinic held June 23 at the Tomah Saddle Club show 
grounds.  Hirth-Kindree took part in the clinic with her 13-year-
old Arabian gelding Highness. 
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Western Dressage Clinic Works Communication 

 
She worked the riders and their horses in the geometry of dressage by having them ride circles and straight 
lines at walk, trot and canter.  

The riders were informed dressage tests also include variations of each gait. The variations include regular, 
working and collected strides. Lane-Sommer advised the riders the walk should receive as much attention as 
the faster gaits. How a horse performs at the free walk can determine the points a rider receives in a test. 

“The free walk is asked for in every test, and a free walk can earn double points,” said Lane-Sommer. “It’s an 
opportunity to let the horse stretch and relax in the test. You want to maintain connection during the free 
walk, not just throw the reins away.” 

Lane-Sommers advised riders to avoid developing tension in their bodies while riding. 

“Stay relaxed through your body,” said Lane-Sommer. “If you’re relaxed, you horse will be relaxed. 

Relaxation is one of the “building blocks” of dressage training pyramid. The other blocks 
are rhythm, connection, impulsion, straightness and collection.  

Lane-Sommer and her sister Michaela Lane operate Double Lane Horsemanship near West Bend. 
Lane-Sommer started her training career working for a hunter-jumper stable in Virginia. 

In 2014, she discovered western dressage and found it to be a good fit because it helps horses and riders of 
any riding discipline.   

She has competed in the dressage world show in Oklahoma competing at level 1. She found the western 
tests are similar to the “eastern” ones; although, western tests tend to have more turns on the forehand 
than eastern tests. 

Dressage tests are a series of maneuvers riders and their horses are to perform at the various gaits and 
variations of the gaits. The rider and horse are judged on how well they execute the maneuvers. As the horse 
and rider become more proficient at the lower level tests, they move on to more challenging tests. 

Lane-Sommer had the clinic participants ride sample tests to introduce them to the particulars of 
competition. She instructed the riders in the etiquette involved in the tests such as the salute riders are to 
give the judge at the beginning and end of a test. 

While many riders still haul their horses to shows to take the tests before a “live” judge, NAWD allows riders 
to video their rides at home and send in the tapes for evaluation. These “virtual” tests allow judges to give 
the riders more feedback about ways to improve their rides than in-person tests. 

More information about NAWD can be found at www.northamericanwesterndressage.org. 

Lane-Sommer can be contacted at http://dlhorsemanship.vpweb.com/Home.html or by calling 262-343-
6705. 
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Upcoming Events 2017  

 
 
August 
August 1  Levis 2018 Summer Speed Series, 6pm, across from Levis Lodge Bar in Osseo, check our Facebook page SANCTIONED 
August 4  Lazycreek Farm 2018 Pleasure Show, Claudia at (920) 349-3623 or lazycreekfarm@frontier.com SANCTIONED 
August 4  Creekview Riding Center 2018 Open Show Circuit, De Pere, WI, Double Judged, Contact Noelle (920) 819-2954, 
  www.creekviewriding.com SANCTIONED 
August 4 & 5 WRHA 2018 Show Series, Heartland Equestrian Center, Custer, WI, 8am, Double Judged, Contact Rachel Meek 
  haffyfun@yahoo.com, ONLY OPEN / ALL BREED CLASSES ARE SANCTIONED 
August 4 & 5 Broken Cinch Saddle Club, Fond du Lac Co. Fairgrounds, Fond du Lac, WI, 8:30am, DOUBLE JUDGED, Contact Buzz 
  (920) 279-1469, baresj@uwosh.edu SANCTIONED 
August 4 & 5 Cindy Ishoy Dressage Clinic, Touchstone Farm, Brooklyn. Contact: newsletter@wdcta.org   or www.wdcta.org 
August 5  Fox River Saddle Club 2018 Open Horse Show Series, West 20 Ranch & Saddle Co., East Troy, 9am, Contact  
  Maureen Martin (414) 614-0250 SANCTIONED 
August 5  IDCTA Schooling Show Series, Mini Event & Combined Training, Geneva Equestrian, Lake Geneva, WI, idcta.org 
August 5  Badger Horse Show Assoc., Rusty B Arena, W5641 Cty Rd J, Westfield, WI  53964, 9am, Contact Nola (920) 858-2860, 
  rockhill44@gmail.com SANCTIONED 
August 5  Circle E Stables Open Horse Show, W1424 Cty Rd VV, Seymour, WI, 8am, Contact Patti (920) 609-5257,  
  circleestables@gmail.com SANCTIONED 
August 6-10 Heartland Horse Camp, Heartland Equestrian Center, Custer, WI, Contact Prairie (706) 308-7400 
August 7  Coulee Region Riders Club 2018 Speed Shows, 6:45pm, Briggs Road (McHugh Exit), Holmen, WI, Contact (608) 484-0662 
  or (608) 484-0829 or cmiller26622@gmail.com, www.ridersclub.org SANCTIONED 
August 8  Levis 2018 Summer Speed Series, 6pm, across from Levis Lodge Bar in Osseo, check our Facebook page SANCTIONED 
August 9  Wazee Riders 2018 Horse Shows, Pole Bending & Barrels, 5:30pm, 388 Hwy. 54, Jackson Co. Fair Grounds, Black River 
  Falls, WI, Contact Steve (715) 284-7004 or ssmarg@centurytel.net SANCTIONED 
August 9-11 Rusk Co. Rodeo, 1st Annual Edition, Rusk Co. Fairgrounds, Ladysmith, WI, PRCA Major Rodeo Event, Live Concert, 
  Fireworks, Military Parade, Dirt Dash, Country BBQ, etc., tickets on-line at www.ruskcountyrodeo.com or (915) 403-5162 
August 10 Coulee Region Riders Club 2018 Speed Shows, 6:45pm, Briggs Road (McHugh Exit), Holmen, WI, Contact (608) 484-0662 
  or (608) 484-0829 or cmiller26622@gmail.com, www.ridersclub.org SANCTIONED 
August 10 - 12 PEAW Horse Shows, Jefferson Co. Fair Park, 503 N. Jackson Ave., Jefferson, WI, 8am, Triple Judged, Contact Rachel 
  Meek haffyfun@yahoo.com, ONLY OPEN / ALL BREED CLASSES ARE SANCTIONED 
August 10 - 12 Wisconsin Foundation Quarter Horse Association Horse Show, 7pm & 8am, Jackson Co. Fair Park, Black River Falls, WI, 
  OPEN CLASSES ONLY - SANCTIONED 
August 10 - 12 Northwoods Triple Crown, Menominee Casino Resort Slot Race, Northwoods Barrel Racing Youth Challenge and Grill 
  Masters BBQ competition. Demonstrations, shopping, and clinics. For more information, www.northwoodstriplecrown.com or 
  call Shaughn Novy 715-610-1065  
August 11 Washington Co. 4-H Twilight Shows 2018, Washington Co. Fair Park, 3000 Pleasant Valley Rd., West Bend, WI, 53095, 
  8:30am, Contact Sylvia (920) 539-5259, mondlichtboxers@gmail.com SANCTIONED 
August 11 Marshfield Saddle Club Open Horse Show, M233 Cty. Hwy. E, Marshfield, WI  54449, 8am, Contact Jan Schmidt at 
  (715) 687-3307 or Susan Koehler at (715) 305-3546 or schmidtjm49@yahoo.com SANCTIONED 
August 11 & 12 IDCTA Schooling Show Series, Dressage, Silverwood Farm, Camp Lake, WI idcta.org 
August 11 & 12 Riding Clinic with Jeremy Steinberg, Lindinhof, 4246 Schneider Drive, Oregon, WI, Contact Megan McIsaac 
  (608) 445-8531 or LindinhofLLC@gmail.com 
August 12 Wild Bill’s Riders 2018 Show Schedule , Elk Mound, WI, 8am, for information call (715) 874-5690 SANCTIONED 
August 12 Double Judged Pleasure Show, Western Saddle Club, Inc., Cashton, WI  54619, Contact (608) 632-0552 
August 13 WHC District 4 Meeting, 6:30pm, Culver’s Restaurant, Edgerton Exit on I-90 
August 15 Levis 2018 Summer Speed Series, 6pm, across from Levis Lodge Bar in Osseo, check our Facebook page SANCTIONED 
August 17 UMBHA All Breed Speed Show, Jackson Co. Fairgrounds, 227 11th St., Black River Falls, WI, 6pm, Contact Megan Voss 
  (608) 393-1985 or Todd Waldera (715) 662-2661 SANCTIONED 
August 18 West 20 Ranch & Saddle Co. Annual Open Pleasure Horse Show Series, 9am, W4812 Hwy 20, East Troy, WI  53120, 
  Contact (262) 642-4272, www.west20.com SANCTIONED 
August 18 & 19 UMBHA & IBHA & All Breed Horse Show, Jackson Co. Fairgrounds, 227 S 11th St., Black River Falls, WI, 7:30am, Contact 
  Megan Voss (608) 393-1985 or Michele Zimmerman (920) 988-9073, www.uppermidwestbuckskin.com SANCTIONED 
August 19 The Rusty B Open Speed Horse Show, W5641 Cty Rd J, Westfield, WI, 9am, Contact Gerry (608) 369-3000 SANCTIONED 
August 21 Coulee Region Riders Club 2018 Speed Shows, 6:45pm, Briggs Road (McHugh Exit), Holmen, WI, Contact (608) 484-0662 
  or (608) 484-0829 or cmiller26622@gmail.com, www.ridersclub.org SANCTIONED 
August 22 Levis 2018 Summer Speed Series, 6pm, across from Levis Lodge Bar in Osseo, check our Facebook page SANCTIONED 
August 22 WHC Board of Directors Monthly Meeting, 7pm, 121 S. Ludington St., Columbus, WI  53925 
August 23 Wazee Riders 2018 Horse Shows, Pole Bending & Barrels, 5:30pm, 388 Hwy. 54, Jackson Co. Fair Grounds, Black River 
  Falls, WI, Contact Steve (715) 284-7004 or ssmarg@centurytel.net SANCTIONED 
 

  WHC Horsemen’s Calendar of Upcoming Events 
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August 
August 25 Silver Classic Open Shows, Heartland Equestrian Center, 7510 Deer Road, Custer, WI, 54423, Contact Sarah  
  (715) 323-2626 SANCTIONED 
August 25 Nicki Butler Beginning Eventing Clinic, For The Horses Farm, Wautoma.Contact: central@wdcta.org   or www.wdcta.org  
August 26 IDCTA Schooling Show Series, Dressage & Combined Training, Silverwood Farm, Camp Lake, WI idcta.org 
August 26 Badger Horse Show Assoc. Open Speed Show, Rusty B Arena, W5641 Cty Rd J, Westfield, WI  53964, 9am, Contact 
  Nola (920) 858-2860, rockhill44@gmail.com SANCTIONED 
August 29 Levis 2018 Summer Speed Series, 6pm, across from Levis Lodge Bar in Osseo, check our Facebook page SANCTIONED 
 
* FOR MORE EQUINE RELATED UPCOMING EVENTS, click on this link to be redirected to WalkTrotGo.com 
or Wisconsin Horsemen’s News. 

  WHC Horsemen’s Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Wisconsin 2018 Fair Schedule for August 

     August 1-5        Door County - Sturgeon Bay   August 16-19     Ashland County - Marengo 
     August 1-5      Jackson County - Black River Falls  August 16-19     Athens Fair - Athens 
     August 1-5      Ozaukee County - Cedarburg   August 16-19     Oconto County - Gillett 
     August 1-5      Winnebago County - Oshkosh   August 16-19     Sawyer County 
     August 2-5      Buffalo County - Mondovi   August 16-19     Waushara County 
     August 2-5      Green Lake County - Green Lake  August 21-26     Central WI State Fair - Marshfield 
     August 2-5      Oneida County - Rhinelander   August 21-26     Manitowoc County - Manitowoc 
     August 2-12      Wisconsin State Fair - West Allis  August 21-26     Waupaca County - Weyauwega 
     August 8-12      Clark County Fair - Neillsville   August 22-26     Crawford County - Gays Mills 
     August 9-12      Adams County - Friendship   August 22-26     Price County - Phillips 
     August 9-12      Bayfield County - Iron River   August 23-26     Burnett County - Grantsburg 
     August 9-12      Pierce County - Ellsworth   August 23-26     Marinette County - Wausaukee 
     August 9-12      Rusk County Jr. Fair - Ladysmith  August 24-26     Florence County - Florence 
     August 9-12      Vilas County - Eagle River   August 29-Sept. 3  Shawano County - Shawano 
     August 12-19    Grant County - Lancaster   August 29-Sept. 3  Walworth County - Elkhorn 
     August 12-19    Juneau County - Mauston   August 30-Sept. 3  Iowa County - Mineral Point 
     August 15-19    Brown County - DePere   August 30-Sept. 3  Sheboygan County - Plymouth 
     August 15-19    Dodge County - Beaver Dam   August 31-Sept. 3  Calumet County - Chilton 
     August 15-19    Kenosha County - Wilmot   August 31-Sept. 3  Portage County - Rosholt 
     August 15-19    Lincoln County - Merrill  

FOR SALE: 

 APHA Bk/W Overo Mare, great for trail, beginners, breeding.  Western Pleasure, 15.1h, location Trevor, WI, 262-862-6952 
or 847-395-0348.  (J/A/S) 

 1996 light Palomino Morgan Mare and 2007 Golden Palomino Morgan Mare.  Both mares are good trail horses for any 
level of rider.  Easy to ride and work with.  Can be sold together or separate.  For more information contact 
dominostbl@baraboo.com. (J/J/A) 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
EXCLUSIVELY for WISCONSIN HORSE COUNCIL MEMBERS ONLY! 

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS in OUR NEWSLETTER! 
Ads will be posted for 3 consecutive newsletters.  Subject to editing to fill space.  

Ads must be personal for your horse and equine related items.  Not for commercial/business advertising. 
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All full-sized WHC forms can be obtained at the WHC website, www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org. 
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District 3 includes the counties of: Brown, Calumet, Dodge, 
Door, Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, 
Outagamie, Ozaukee, Sheboygan, Washington, Waupaca, 
Waushara, and Winnebago 

District 4 includes the counties of: Dane, Grant, Green, 
Iowa, Jefferson, Kenosha, Lafayette, Milwaukee, Racine, 
Rock, Walworth, and Waukesha 

District 5 includes the counties of: Adams,  Buffalo, 
Clark, Columbia, Crawford, Jackson, Juneau, La Crosse,              
Marquette, Monroe, Portage, Richland, Sauk, Trempealeau,     
   Vernon, and Wood 

District 1 includes the counties of:  Ashland, Barron,      
Bayfield, Burnett, Chippewa, Douglas, Dunn,  Eau Claire, 
Iron, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Price, Rusk,  Sawyer, St. Croix, 
Taylor and Washburn 
District 2 includes the counties of: Florence, Forest,         
Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Marinette, Menominee, 
Oconto, Oneida, Shawano, and Vilas 

D
istricts

 

www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org

Join us on Facebook and become a friend.  You will receive the most 
up -to -date information and connect with  fellow horse people.   
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WHC District 1:
Contact - OPEN

WHC District 2:
Contact - Marilyn Krueger 
715-675-7016
mrlnkrgr@gmail.com
 

WHC District 3:
Contact - Katie Bachhuber 
920-539-0601 
kbach@nconnect.net

WHC District 4:
Contact - Karen Kroll 
608-795-2321
mkroll@chorus.net

WHC District 5:
Contact - Mike McGowan 
715-284-9112
mcgowan@centurytel.net

CounciLetter Deadline 
The deadline for articles, upcoming events and 

advertisements for the WHC CounciLetter is: 

September Issue: August 15th noon 

Articles must be equine related, may not be for commercial 
benefit and must be sent to us in a timely fashion.  The 

Editor reserves the right to revise or refuse articles.  Ads 
and articles are best sent in electronic format (prefer MS 

Word or Adobe Acrobat) to: 

info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 

Office hours:  Monday-Friday  -  8am-4pm 



Join us on Facebook and become a friend.  You will receive the most 
up -to -date information and connect with  fellow horse people.   

 

Important WHC Dates to Remember: 
 
  
  August 13 WHC District 4 Monthly Meeting 
            August 22 WHC BOD Monthly Meeting 
  
  
     * Please check out our Calendar of Upcoming 
        Events, which is included in each issue of the  
        CounciLetter as well as on the WHC 
        website, for shows, fundraisers, clinics, 
        tack sales and more! 


